[bookmark: _GoBack][image: /Users/blamison/Desktop/Screen Shot 2018-12-10 at 11.23.46 AM.png]




more below
[image: /Users/blamison/Desktop/Screen Shot 2018-12-10 at 11.24.06 AM.png]



image1.png
What Is a Prepositional Phrase? (with Examples)

Aprepositional phrase is a phrase that starts with a preposition and ends with noun (or a pronoun). For example:

preposition noun
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prepositional phrase

Itis alittle bit more complicated than shown above because the noun can be anything that plays the role of a noun.
For example:

« fromher
(the "nounis a pronoun)
« fromsleeping
(the noun is a gerund, i.e,, a verbal noun)
« from the man across the street
(the noun is a noun phrase)
« fromwhat he said
(the noun is a noun clause)

The words after the preposition (shown in bold above) are known as the object of a preposition. There will often be
modifiers in the object of the preposition making it a noun phrase. For example:

o with John
(There are no modifiers in this example. Compare it to the next example.)
« with the wonderful John
(With the modifiers the and wonderful, the object of the preposition is now anoun phrase.)
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Here is another example:

« without trying
(There are no modifiers in this example. The object of the preposition is a noun. In this case, it's a gerund.
Compare it to the next example.)

« without overly trying
(With the modifier overly, the object of the preposition is a noun phrase.)

Prepositional Phrases Function As Adjectives or Adverbs
Here are some more examples of prepositional phrases. In each example, the prepositional phrase is shaded with the
preposition in bold. Be aware that prepositional phrases function as adjectives or adverbs.

Prepositional phrases functioning as adjectives:

« Please read the message from Lee.
(The prepositional phrase describes the noun message)
« The man on the radio has a boring voice.
(The prepositional phrase describes the noun man)
« May I see one of the brown ones?
(The prepositional phrase describes the pronoun one)

Prepositional phrases functioning as adverbs:

o Lee caught a small mackerel with utmost pride.
(The prepositional phrase modifies the verb caught. It is an adverb of manner; i
it)

« Before the war, Lee played football for Barnstoneworth United.

(The prepositional phrase modifies the verb played. It is an adverb of time; Le. it tells us when he played.)

o Leeistired from the hike.

(The prepositional phrase modifies the verb s It is an adverb of reason; ie., it tells us why he is tired.)

it tells us howhe caught





