Diagraming Sentences Diagraming Subjects and Predicates

Diagraming Subjects and Predicates

.: ‘When diagraming sentences, the horizontal line under the subject and predicate is called“ ‘
~ the base line. The subject is written on the left side of the base line, and the predicate is on the
~ right side of the base line. A vertical dividing line that crosses the base line is drawn between

Michael ate. Fish swim.

subject verb Michael | ate Fish | swim
[ I

: Compound subjects are both written on the left side of the base line. The conjunction
that connects the two subjects is written on a dotted line between the two subject lines.

Paul and Bill play.

subject Paul
= verb

play
subject 8! Bill

T
G

Compbund verbs are both written on the right side of the base line. The conjunction that
connects the two verbs is written on a dotted line between the two verb lines.

Beth reads and writes.

verb reads
subject 1 8 Beth o
=] = :
=. verb Q writes

Sentences with compound subjects and compound verbs have the subjects written on
two lines on the left side of the base line, and the verbs are written on two lines on the right
side of the base line. The conjunction that connects the two subjects is written on a dotted line
- between the two subjects, and the conjunction that connects the two verbs is written on a dot-
- ted line between the two verbs.

Andrew and Troy worked and played.

subject verb Andrew worked

= T, 1

I
subject 8! 13, verb Troy & '3 played

[uoo

When the subject is understood, as in commands, it is written on the left side of the base
line in parentheses.

Sit!

(understood subject) | verb (you) | Sit
| 1
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Diagraming Sentences Diagraming Adjectives, Adverbs, Direct Objects, Indirect Objects

Diagraming Adjectives, Adverbs, Direct Objects, Indirect Objects

When dlagrammg sentences the adjectlve is written on a Ime underthe word the adjec- :
~ tive modifies. Articles are written on a line under the word to which they refer. ;

subject | verb Tall Benjamin ran.
o [
(7 v |
S
0, Benjamin

(7
® K&// |

The big yellow cat ate the dry food.

subject verb I direct object cat | ate | food
No,
% @Q/ e% o N\ % A %\&,
C‘//t// O&L O&b Y
® ® ®

, When diagraming sentehces, the adverb is written on a line under the word the adverb
- modifies.

subject l verb Phillip runs quickly.

|
Q
3 Phillip ! runs
%,
\%,
subject I verb Phillip runs very quickly.
|
&
6%% Phillip ! runs
%% e
7
”@,} &

Compound adverbs are written under the word they modify, and the conjunction is written
- on a dotted line connectlng them.

Carolme walked qunckly but qunetly

Caroline walked
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Diagraming Adjectives, Adverbs, Direct Objects,
Indirect Objects (cont.)

When diagraming sentences, the direct object is wrltten on the base line to the right of
' the verb The dlv1d|ng lme does not cross the base Ime

Brandon ate the brownles

subject | verb ldirect object Brandon I ate | brownies
| | &
e

Compound direct objects are written on the base line to the right of the verb. Each direct
- object is written on its own line connected to each other by the conjunctlon which is written on
~ a dotted line.

direct object Brandon ate the brownies and the cookies.

subject | verb | /'8

. direct object brownies

%Q

Brandon | atel

o

-]
1o
1

cookies

Ronnie handed the dog the treat.

subject | verb | direct object
]

\ Ronnie | handed | treat
. . |
indirect object dog %@

e

. Compound indirect objects are written under the verb on two lines connected by the
~ conjunction on a dotted line.
Mrs. Walsh gave Carol and Bill a chocolate cookie.
subject | verb | direct object
I Mrs. Walsh | gave | cookie
indirect object I

Q
|
:5_ indirect object

Teacher Note: Prepositional phrases, predicate nominatives, and predicate adjectives are used in some
of the following exercises. You may want students to review the material on prepositional phrases on page
16 before beginning this section. Predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives are on page 26.
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Diagraming Prepositional Phrases

When diagraming sentences, the prepositional phrase is written below the word it modi-
fies on a line with an extra extension. The object of the preposition is written on a horizontal
line, and the adjectives used in the prepositional phrase are written on lines that come off the
- object’s line.

subject I verb

AN
S object of prep

The farmer worked in the fields.

farmer | worked

When diagréming ‘a”pképos.ition}él phrase that modifiés an.bfh'é'r pfépdsitidhal p.hr‘ésé‘ the
~ first phrase is written off the word it modifies, and the second phrase is written off the word it
- modifies. '

subject | verb

/3’,0 object of prep

\7 \,o object of prep
\.;g.

Robin feeds the dog by the door in the kitchen.

Robin l feeds | dog
|
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Diagraming Prepositional Phrases (cont.)

‘ When dlagrammg sentences W|th preposmonal phrases that have compound objects of 2
preposition, the compound objects are written on two lines coming off the preposntlon A dotted
Ime connects the two lines, and the conjunctlon is wrltten on it. '

subject verb

<

& object of prep

\Qg,

object of prep
Yg.

Astronomers look at the moon and stars.

[uoo

Astronomers look
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