How is China’s traditional
way of life changing in
Rivers response to global trends?

GEOGRAPHY |

Land of Three

©)

HISTORY

Middle Kingdom to
Communist Power

©)

CULTURE

CONNECT ty Geography & History | 0

Use the map and the time line to answer the
following questions.

Changing Chinese 1. What is the capital of China?
Culture 2. On what river is the Three Gorges Dam?

Q

A Rising Power

Culture}
A.D.65 Buddhism beginsi
to travel to China from Indids

Culture |

479 B.C. Confucius,
China's greatest
- teacher, dies. »

200 B.C.

History

221 B.C. Shi Huangdi unifies
China into an empire. »
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BEFORE, YOU LEARNED

South Asia contains mountains, plateaus,
and plains. Its wet and dry seasons can
cause floods and drought.

Vocabulary

TERMS & NAMES
Three Gorges Dam a barrier built on the
Chang Jiang to control floods

hydroelectric power electricity made by
water-powered engines

Himalayas (HiHMeuheLAYeuhz) a mountain
range that divides China from India

Taklimakan (1anekluhemuheKAHN) Desert
the second largest sand desert in the world

Gobi (GOHebee) Desert a high desert in
China and Mongolia

Huang He (hwahng huh) a river that flows
from the Kunlun Mountains to the Yellow Sea

Chang Jiang (chahng jyahng) the longest river
in Asia, flowing through eastern China

Reading Strategy

Re-create the chart shown at right.
As you read and respond to the
KEY QUESTIONS, use the chart
to organize important details about
the physical geography of China.

/
! L0

see Skillbuilder Handbook, page R7

nderstandln g

NOW YOU WILL LEARN

China has varied landforms, ranging from
high mountains to river valleys. It has
diverse climates, plants, and animals.

Xi (she) Jiang a river in southeast China

seismic (SYZemihk) having to do with
earthquakes

REVIEW
plateau a high area of flat land

CATEGORIZE

'WESTERN CHINA

Geographic
_Features

CTlTn ate

Plants and AnimaE

X'F;/pes of
Agriculture

Natural Disasters

GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS
Go to Interactive Review @ ClassZone.com
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GEOGRAPHY

Land of

Connecting to Your World

China’s Geographic Features

¥) KEY QUESTION What are the main geographic features of
western China and eastern China?

China is the third largest country in area and has a population
of 1.3 billion—the largest in the world. Western China contains
some of the world’s harshest geographic features, while eastern
China is one of the world’s most densely populated places.

Everything about the People’s Republic of China is on a big scale.

| What problems do you think
| the dam could cause?

Three Rivers

Much like the Mississippi in the United States, the Chang Jiang (chahng
jyahng) River in eastern China has been both China’s best friend and worst
enemy. The fertile farmland and the transportation that the river provides

help China feed its enormous population. But seasonal floods take a ter-
rible toll on the million or so people who live near the river’s banks. The

Three Gorges Dam should prevent the floods. The dam will also generate

hydroelectric power, electricity from water-powered engines. The dam was

completed in 2006 but is not projected to begin operating until 2009.

————

Lake to be \
created by
thedam =~ Three Gorgeg

l], Dam )

Q‘(‘“\“kg'_' m”j‘/ (Yangt?? B
C‘:ongqing

CHINA

Three Gorges Dam Officials say

the dam will relieve flooding on

the Chang Jiang and produce more

energy. Some people disagree.

2 (Clickhiere to see more of the Three
Gorges Dam project @ ClassZone.com



DINOSAUR
CEMETERY

Did you know that the
Gobi Desert is some-
times called a dinosaur
cemetery? People have
been discovering dinosaur
bones in the Gobi since
the 1920s. Some of the
most recent findings are
very unusual. For example,
scientists have found
fossils of dinosaurs that

might have had feathers.J

Huang He (Yellow River)
The Huang He carries fine
dirt that gives it a yellowish
color. Based on the geo-
graphic features shown
here, is the river most
likely flowing through
eastern or western China?

Western China One important fact about western China is that its
rugged terrain acted as a barrier between China and other lands. Ag
a result, Chinese culture developed with limited outside influences,

Western China is dotted with dramatic mountain ranges. The
Himalayas (H1HMeuheLAYeuhz), which separate China from India, con-
tain the world’s highest mountains. The Plateau of Tibet lies between
the Himalayas and the Kunlun mountains. This plateau, or high area
of flat land, is more than 13,000 feet above sea level and is called the

“Roof of the World.”

Two vast deserts stretch across northwestern China. The Taklimakan
(TaHekluhemuheKAHN) Desert is the world's second largest sand desert.
And the Gobi (GOHsebee) Desert, a high desert of China and Mongolia,
is about five times the size of Colorado. With so much harsh land-
scape, western China has far fewer people than eastern China.

Eastern China An important feature of eastern China is its rivers,
Three major rivers start in the highlands of western China and flow
through eastern China. You can see all three on the map opposite:

1. The Huang He (hwahng huh) @, or Yellow River, flows through
northeast China. The river’s floods deposit silt on the North
China Plain, making it one of China’s richest farming areas.

2. The Chang Jiang (@, or Yangtze River, is 3,915 miles long. It is
the longest river in Asia and is a very busy waterway.

3. The Xi (she) Jiang ®, or West River, flows through southeast
China. It is a major transportation route in southern China.

These rivers are critical to productive farming in eastern China.
Spring floods deposit silt, a fertile soil good for growing crops, along
the riverbanks. Because of the rich, flat river basins that result, most
Chinese farmers live in eastern China’s river valleys. The rivers also
transport people and goods, connecting inland China with its coast.

A) SUMMARIZE Describe the main geographic features of western
China and eastern China.
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CONNECT Geography & Culture

§ '.J . READING A PHYSICAL MAP
0 Locate China’s three main rivers on the
map. As you study the map,
SE T 500 miles Q * note the direction the rivers flow
B0 500 kilometers & e think about how the direction of flow

might affect travel in China

e consider how areas of high and low
elevation might affect local populations

Elevation

I 13,100 f¢,
6,600 ft.
| 3,280 ft.

| 558 ft. 1. Location Which of the three main rivers labeled on
| Bfetl' this map does not start in the Plateau of Tibet?
ow sea leve

2. Movement Would it be easier for boats to travel
4 Mountain peak from east to west along the rivers of China or from
west to east? Explain.
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China’s Varied Climate and Resources

¥) KEY QUESTION How are the climate and resources of western
and eastern China different?

Western and eastern China have very different climates and natural
resources. Because of its climate differences, China also has a variety
of plants and animals.

, ; Life in Western China You've learned that
CONNECT "y Geography & History . western China is thinly populated because it

s

i

il The Silk Roads ~ is mostly mountains and deserts. The high.

. Trade moved along routes on the edges of the . est mountains are cold year-round. At lower

{é ' Taklimakan and Gobi deserts. Traders traveled the . elevations, summers are cool but sunny.
; routes by camel caravans. Among other items, they = Animals such as wild sheep and mountain

carried silver, jade, medicines, foods, and animals.
But they carried so much silk that the routes came to
be called the Silk Roads.

IR L

antelope roam the highlands. Forests grow at
elevations of around 12,000 feet and provide
a home for wildcats.

As you might guess, almost nothing sur-
vives in the Gobi and Taklimakan deserts.
They get little rain and have very sparse veg-
etation. Temperatures dip below 0°F in winter
and rise to higher than 120°F in summer.

Many highlanders are nomadic herders
of horses and of grazing animals, such as
yaks, sheep, and goats. Because vegetation
is scarce—mostly mosses and short shrubs—
grazing herds must keep moving to find new
sources of food.

Western China’s main resources are petroleum, natural gas, and
lead. Pipelines carry both oil and natural gas to the east.

Life in Eastern China Eastern China has a milder climate than
western China. Northeastern China has a climate like the N ortheast
and Midwest of the United States, with cold winters, warm sum-
mers, and enough rain for farming. Mixed and broadleaf forests pro-
vide homes for leopards, deer, and more than 265 kinds of birds. In
contrast, southeastern China has mild winters and hot, rainy sum-
mers. The region has mixed forests of wild tea and citrus trees, 0aks,
cypresses, and pines. Alligators, giant salamanders, monkeys, and
pangolins—scaly animals that look like anteaters—live inland.
Wherever rain falls in China, bamboo grows. Bamboo is important
to Chinese culture. Its long, woody stems are used to make chopsticks,
among other things. Bamboo is also a vital food for the giant panda,
China’s most treasured animal. The panda, an endangered species:
spends about 12 hours a day eating—and it eats mainly bamboo-
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Most of China’s farmland is in eastern China. Many people think
that all Chinese farmers grow rice, but in northern China they grow
wheat, soybeans, and millet. These crops need less water than rice.
Rice is grown in the rainy southeast, where the climate is so mild and
the soil is so rich that farmers grow two or three crops a year.

Chinese farmers use traditional methods that are centuries old.
They don't have the huge tractors or other large farm equipment that
U.S. farmers use. The use of farm machinery, such as small hand-held
tractors, has been on the rise since the 1990s, but China still relies on
long hours of human labor in the fields.

Eastern China has abundant natural resources, such as tin and
iron. In 2003, China produced about 35 percent of the world’s coal,
but at a deadly cost; 80 percent of all deaths in coal mines worldwide
occur in China. The government is using clean coal technologies and
modernizing equipment to improve safety.

A) COMPARE AND CONTRAST Compare the climate and resources
of western and eastern China.

Q)MPARING Western and Eastern China

LS WESTERN ~~ ~ EASTERN
Populatlonithmly populated e héaViiy Bc')pdrlatérd ot

important rivers, plentiful rain, rich
farmland

Geographic | an arid climate and little usable
Features | farmland

|
-
H
]
I

‘LandUse | used mﬁdstlyrfor'gréiing animals used for agriculfure
B supprlireﬁéiof petroleum, natural | rich with coal and other resources
| gas, and lead

Resources

I
|
i
!
i

CRITICAL THINKING
1. Analyze Effects How is land use in each part of China affected by its geographic features?

2. Make Inferences Which part of China would most likely contribute more to the country’s
overall economy?

China 761
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Flooded City Floods
continue to plague China.
In 2004, heavy rains caused
flash floods along the
Chang Jiang. The raging
waters swamped cities and
destroyed homes, roads,
and power lines. What
special problems might
occur when large cities
experience floods?

762 Chapter 25

Natural Disasters in China
V) KEY QUESTION How have floods and earthquakes affected China?

China has had its share of natural disasters. Severe floods and seismic
(SYZemihk), or earthquake, activity often threaten Chinese lives.

Floods China’s damaging floods have killed, injured, or displaced
millions of people over the centuries. In fact, the Huang He has
flooded so often that the Chinese call it “China’s Sorrow.”

One of the worst floods of recent times took place along the Chang
Jiang in 1998. Heavy rains were one cause. Another cause was the cut-
ting down of forests for farmland and urban growth. Without trees to
hold the soil in place, the rainwater rushed into the river, causing it
to rise. More than 3,000 people died in the resulting flood. Fourteen
million people in four provinces lost homes, and railways and roads
were destroyed. Deadly diseases such as cholera spread.

The Chinese government hopes the Three Gorges Dam will pre-
vent future floods on the Chang Jiang. However, critics of the project
raise tough issues: ‘

o The dam will force more than 1 million people to leave their
farms and homes. Hundreds of cities, towns, and villages will
be under water.

e The lake will cover more than 1,000 important historical sites.

o The dam may create pollution and increase health risks because
the river will no longer wash sewage away.

Will the benefits of the dam outweigh the risks? We won't know

until the dam begins operating in 2009. Meanwhile, the Chinese
people make the best of the ebb and flow of their powerful rivers.
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. t the eastern part? Why?

Earthquakes Eastern and western China both experience
earthquakes because many fault lines, or cracks in the
earth’s crust, cross the country. But earthquakes in
eastern China carry a much higher death toll because
the region is so heavily populated.

One example is a devastating earthquake that
hit Tangshan (tahngeshahn), about 90 miles from
the capital city of Beijing (bayejing), in July 1976.
The quake destroyed roads, canals, sewers,
hospitals, factories, and homes. The quake hit
at about 4:00 A.M., when people were sleeping.
About 250,000 people died, and more than _
500,000 were injured. A strong aftershock killed R e
many people already trapped in the rubble. ) -

More than 90 percent of the city’s housing was lost. Earthquake Detector In this ancient
Survivors lived in tents with no electricity or clean water, ~Chinese invention, an earthquake would

. . . cause a ball to fall from a dragon’s mouth
Despite the hardships, the government began to rebuild frog's mouth. The frog’s position
the city right away. Today the Chinese call Tangshan the  revealed the direction of the quake.

“Brave City of China.”

A) ANALYZE EFFECTS Explain how floods and earthquakes have
affected China.

/A ONLINE QUIz
~ X 9 For test practice, go to
42 <45 Interactive Review
Section < 0 P Assessment @ClassZone.com .
[ .f :
TERMS & NAMES KEY IDEAS
1. Explain the importance of 3. Why does the majority of Chinese people live in the
* Three Gorges Dam eastern third of the country?
* Taklimakan Desert 4. How did the 1998 flood affect people?
: (I-:lﬁang ;'e 5. Why is it difficult for humans to live in the Taklimakan
ang Jlang and Gobi deserts?
USE YOUB READING NOTES CRITICAL THINKING
2. Categorize US? yo.ur complgteclj chart 6. Analyze Effects How does the silt carried by rivers
o a'nswer the following qu.estlon. ‘ both help farmers and create problems for them?
Which part of the country is more in 7. Make Inferences Why do you think Chinese

danger of floods, the western part or civilization developed near the rivers?

WESTERN | EASTERN 8. QNS RENELENS In 2002, China imported

CHINA CHINA nearly half the oil it used. How do you think China’s
lack of oil affects its use of farm machinery?

Geographic Features

E | 9. LI Prepare a Travel Brochure Choose a

E | Climate

q - . geographical area of China and prepare a brochure
: I 26d nbimals for tourists. Include pictures and describe the best
! Types of Agriculture places to see.

Natural Disasters
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